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First Reading - Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 
Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will raise up for you a prophet like myself, 
from among yourselves, from your own brothers; to him you must listen. This is 
what you yourselves asked of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the 
Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you said “the voice of the Lord my God, 
nor look any longer on this great fire, or I shall die”; and the Lord said to me, 
“All they have spoken is well said. I will raise up a prophet like yourself for them 
from their own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth and he shall tell 
them all I command him. The man who does not listen to my words that he 
speaks in my name, shall be held answerable to me for it. But the prophet who 
presumes to say in my name a thing I have not commanded him to say, or who 
speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.”’ 
 
Second Reading - 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried man can devote him-
self to the Lord’s affairs, all he need worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a 
married man has to bother about the world’s affairs and devote himself to 
pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an unmarried woman, 
like a young girl, can devote herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry 
about is being holy in body and spirit. The married woman, on the other hand, 
has to worry about the world’s affairs and devote herself to pleasing her hus-
band. I say this only to help you, not to put a halter round your necks, but simp-
ly to make sure that everything is as it should be, and that you give your undi-
vided attention to the Lord. 
 
Gospel - Mark 1:21-28 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 
Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and as soon as 
the Sabbath came Jesus went to the synagogue and began to teach. And his 
teaching made a deep impression on them because, unlike the scribes, he 
taught them with authority. 
In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed by an unclean spirit, 
and it shouted, ‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus said 
sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit threw the man into 
convulsions and with a loud cry went out of him. The people were so aston-
ished that they started asking each other what it all meant. ‘Here is a teaching 
that is new’ they said ‘and with authority behind it: he gives orders even to un-
clean spirits and they obey him.’ And his reputation rapidly spread everywhere, 
through all the surrounding Galilean countryside.  
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A new way of teaching 
In today’s gospel, the Evangelist Mark, from whose gospel we will take the Gospel 
readings this year (Year B), tells us about the very beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 
Last week, we learnt of Jesus choosing his disciples. This week, Mark describes Jesus’ 
first public action. In important ways, this portrayal of Jesus here at the outset of his 
public life encapsulates the key elements of Jesus’ person and ministry that inform 
Mark’s whole gospel. 

In this brief passage we learn two vital things about Jesus: he teaches with authority 
and he has power over evil. 

In the first few verses, Jesus goes to the synagogue in Capernaum. He is, after all, a 
faithful Jew. It is the sabbath. And there he begins to teach. To the utter amazement 
of those in the synagogue - for no one knows Jesus, has heard of him or where he’s 
from - he teaches with extraordinary authority.  

But this puzzling thing is then followed by another astonishing thing: an exorcism, 
when Jesus commands and rebukes an unclean spirit to come out of an afflicted 
man; here too he demonstrates extraordinary authority. Even a demonic spirit obeys 
him. 

WEEKLY MASS TIMES  
    

Saturday:  6:00 pm Vigil Mass 
 
 
 
 

Sunday:  8:00 am and 10:00 am 

 
Tuesday:   5:30 pm 
Wednesday:  9:00 am            
Thursday:   9:00 am  
Friday:    5:30 pm        

RECONCILIATION 
   Friday:     4:30 pm – 5:15 pm       

   Saturday: 5:00 pm – 5:45 pm 
 

DEVOTIONS 
 

Eucharistic Adoration:  
    Wednesday:  9:30am - 11:00am 
    First Friday :  6:00pm - 9:00pm 
 

Divine Mercy Chaplets 
    Second Wednesday: 7:30pm 
 

Novena 
    Saturday: 5:30 pm  

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cdeu#deu018
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cco1#co1007


In this way, Mark describes that, in his very first public appearance, Jesus teaches 
with authority and performs an exorcism with similar authority. The people perceive 
something radically new here, and there is something compelling about the congru-
ence of Jesus’ teaching and his actions. They exclaim: “What is this? A new teach-
ing—with authority!” 

It is interesting to note that it is the unclean spirit - not the synagogue goers - who 
actually recognizes Jesus and calls him by his name: “Jesus of Nazareth . . . I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God.” Notice too that the synagogue goers exclaim 
“What is this?” not “Who is this?” At the end of this gospel, the centurion will ex-
claim the truth Mark wants us to understand: “Truly this man was the Son of God.”  

So Jesus not only teaches with authority (and his listeners were clearly used to 
teachers who teach without authority), but what he teaches in word and in action is 
very clearly a NEW teaching! 

His teaching is the good news of the coming of the Kingdom; his actions enact the 
good news he proclaims, demonstrating his power and authority. 

As we go through this liturgical year, our readings from Mark’s gospel will highlight 
these essential characteristics of Jesus’ person and ministry: Jesus as teacher, who 
teaches with authority and whose teaching is the truth; and Jesus as victorious over 
the forces of evil and darkness, even death.  

He is indeed the Holy One of God. Let us place our faith and trust in him, listen to 
him, and follow him. He doesn’t promise that it will be easy, but he does promise 
that he is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
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Bulletin: Ratinda Oetomo       

Flowers: Diana Puspita 

Counters:     1. A Munro  2. G Munro    3. T Huxtable  

FOR 4TH FEBRUARY 

MORE CARE - DO YOU NEED HELP OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES? 
 

 Stephen 0408 167 400 (Coordinator) Christine   0412 887 950  (Transport) 
 Monica 0419 945 005 (Meals)   
 Serina 0420 991 868 (Visiting)             
 Angela 0418 953 992  (Bereavement Support) 
 Parish Office 9310 1747   (General Enquiries) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Deaths: Please pray for  Mr Aldino Leong Da Silva and Luciano De Tann who 
passed away recently. 
 

Anniversaries:  
Please pray Marina Long, Mervinne Long, Jeffrey Chan, Ida Schelkis, Francis 
Schelkis, Joanna Ng Fung King, Kathleen Agnes Hand, James Alfred Spencer, John 
Matthew Foley, John McDonnell, Clinton Franks and Errol D’Monte  for whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Baptisms:  
We welcome Ari McLauchlan into our Parish Community. 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr. Phong Nguyen   

Priest in Residence: Rev. Fr. Anthony Vu 

Parish Secretary:  Heidy Lu 

 Saturday  

6.00pm 

Sunday  

8.00am 

Sunday  

10.00am 

 

Acolytes 

 

S Dass 

 

 

D Bianchini 

M Braganza 

A Louie 

(thurifer) 

Altar  

Servers 

F Lie 

J Lie 

J Mar 

B Karczub 

N Karczub 

G Chua 

A Geaney 

E Gatchalian 

 

Extra 

Ordinary 

Minister 

Of Holy 

Communion 

L McMinn 

P McMinn 

M Magnussen 

L Morzenti 

C Nonis 

V Ng 

L Rego  

A Anthony 

M Ch’ng 

M Ch’ng 

C Craggs 

C Cox 

B D’Cruz 

M De Rozario  

P Fraser 

J Louie 

A Lu 

F May 

J Mohan 

C Poore 

G Prasetyo  

 

Catechists 
 

  CHILDREN’S 

LITURGY 

Michelle Lowth 

Readers A de Souza 

M Craggs 

A Martin 

B Martin 

M Doray 

K Lingoh 

Readers Coordinator: Michele Doray - 9310 4051 

Piety Stall OPEN OPEN OPEN 

Safeguarding Officers:  

1. Gerard Joseph (Gerard.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

2. Derek Choo (Derek.Choo.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

3. Marguerite Parker (margparkersgo@gmail.com) 

4. Monica de Rozario (monica.derozario.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

mailto:Gerard.safeguarding@gmail.com
mailto:Derek.Choo.safeguarding@gmail.com
mailto:margparkersgo@gmail.com
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GARDEN OF EDEN - CATHOLIC YOUNG ADULTS BALL 2024 -  
SATURDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 2024 
Join us for an evening of enchantment in the "Garden of Eden" as Catholic young 
adults from around Perth come together to celebrate in style. Indulge in a sumptuous 
three-course meal and enjoy a selection of beer, wine, and soft drinks — all included 
in the price. Get your friends together and dance the night away. 
  Date: Saturday, February 17

th
, 2024 

  Time: 6:30 PM to 11:30 PM 
  Venue: Pagoda Resort & Spa 

  Cost: $120 per person - Register: https://events.humanitix.com/cym-ball 

 

PLEASE NOTE: In 2024, there will be Masses for the following Solemnities, 
Holy Week, Octave of Easter, and Octave of Christmas that will fall either on 
Monday or Saturday: 
• Monday 18th March 2024 – 9.00am – St Patrick 
 

BLESSING OF CANDLES - FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2024 AT 5.30PM MASS 
It is tradition to bless candles on the Feast of the Presentation. There will be a 
blessing of candles during mass on 2nd February. Please bring your candles. 
 

FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION - FRIDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2024 AT 6PM-9PM 
First Friday Adoration will be held on 2nd February at 6pm - 9pm.  
Resources will be left on the back table.  
"Be still and know that I am God".  
 

PARISH MORNING TEA - SUNDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 2024 
Morning Tea is held every Sunday after 8am mass in the hall.  All welcome.  
First Sunday of the month morning tea is held after 10am mass in the quadran-
gle.  Please join us on 4th February.  
 

CHINESE/LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION - SUN 18TH FEB AFTER 10AM MASS 
Our parish would like to honour those who are associated with the rich Chinese 
culture and Chinese heritage and mark the beginning of the Year of the Wood 
Dragon.   
There will be a special Mass followed by a community lunch - please bring a 
plate to share.  More information later.   
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER - 17TH/18TH FEBRUARY 2024 
Would you like to give yourself and your spouse quality time over a weekend 
that will focus on love, communication and relationship? 
We invite you to attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.   
 

Coming Weekends: 

• 17th/18th February (Indonesian Language) - Live-out (you go home Saturday  
       night, come back Sunday morning) at Corpus Christi College, Bateman 

• 20th/21st April - Live-out at Tuart Hill 

• 9th/10th November - Live-in at Currambine 
 

A WWME Weekend may be the best gift you can give to each other.    
For more information about coming Weekends contact Brendon or Valerie on 
0493 534 865. Email: WAbookings@wwme.org.au or visit www.wwme.org.au. 
 
OLD PALMS  
In preparation for 2024 Ash Wednesday (14th February 2024), parishioners can 
drop their old palms in a collection box at the Church Foyer. 
 

PARISH EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Please be advised of our parish email addresses at St Thomas More Catho-
lic Church, Bateman Parish: 
1. Bateman Catholic Parish (Secretary): bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
2. Bateman Planned Giving: pgiving.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
3. Bateman Pastoral Care: morecare.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
4. Bateman Catechist: catechist.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
5. Bateman Safeguarding Officer: sgo.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
6. Bateman Youth: youth.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 

PERMANENT PART TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
 

Parish RE/Sacramental Coordinator - Bateman Catholic Parish 
 

St Thomas More Catholic Church, Bateman Parish, has a vacancy for a 
Religious Education/ Sacramental Coordinator. This position is 15 hours a 
week (Tuesdays and Wednesdays), the Coordinator of the Parish Religious 
Education program provides leadership to assist the parish community in 
building a solid foundation of faith for children and their families.   
In this position, the Coordinator facilitates and manages in bringing Reli-
gious Education to children who do not attend Catholic Schools.   
The Coordinator works in collaboration with the Parish Priest, Catechists, 
Parents, the Catholic school and the Catholic Service Team.  An under-
standing of parish life and support of the ethos and values of the Catholic 
Church is expected of an applicant.  Proficiency in Microsoft Word, Excel 
and Outlook will be advantageous.  Training will be provided for a suitable 
candidate.  Applicants must also be willing to undergo a formation course.             
Applications close Friday 23rd February 2024. A Job description is availa-
ble on request. Please submit your application via email to Fr Phong Ngu-
yen at phong.nguyen@perthcatholic.org.au. 

https://events.humanitix.com/cym-ball
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ST THOMAS MORE PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM 
Sacramental classes for our Parish and other surrounding schools commence 
on Wednesday the 7th February from 4.00pm until 5.00pm. 
 

Enrolments are online for the RE programme. The link is as below. Please 
click the link to open up the enrolment form. Bank details are at the bottom of 
the form.  If you are experiencing difficulties in enrolling online please send 
me an email and/ or come in any Wednesday during school hours to meet 
with me. I am also available on catechist.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au at 
other times, to enrol. 
 

All children (from pre-school age on) from within the Parish boundaries who 
attend Government schools are warmly welcomed to attend the Religious Ed-
ucation after school program. Special arrangements can be made for High 
School children and Catholic School children who may not have celebrated 
their age relevant Sacrament. 
Please note that Confirmation is a 2 year program 
 

You can access the 2024 enrolment form below:  
https://stthomasmorebateman.formstack.com/forms/enrolment2024 
 
 

UNDERSTANDING THE OLD TESTAMENT: AN ANCIENT TEXT FOR 
MODERN TIMES 
 

Day/Date: Wednesdays, 28th Feb – 20th March 2024 
Time:    7:30pm – 8:30pm (4 sessions) 
Place:     Bateman Parish Hall 
Presenter: Mr Joe Tedesco 
 

The Old Testament makes up a very significant part of the Bible. These books 
contain some of the most renowned stories of Sacred Scripture. The deeper 
implications and understandings of these stories are often missed. This pro-
gram will unpack some Old Testament stories and reveal how they lay down 
the foundation for the Christian faith. Together, we will discover that they are 
as important today as they have ever been.  
 

Coffee & Tea will be provided during each session. Come and help us build a 
vibrant and faith-filled community. 
 
COLUMBARIUM UPDATE 
Columbarium construction has commenced with an expected completion date 
in early 2024. The St Thomas More Parish (STMP) Columbarium Manage-
ment Committee (CMC) is currently developing our Columbarium Policy. This 
policy document is expected to be completed by mid-February 2024. 
Fees will be established as part of the Columbarium policy and at completion 
of construction. Further updates will be provided as we work to finalise our 
Columbarium Policy. 
 

THE ALPHA SERIES - THURSDAY 8TH FEB 2024 AT 6.30PM - 8.30PM 
Alpha - a chance to explore life’s BIG questions in a fun, safe welcoming 
space. At Alpha we share a meal, watch a short movie and chat about our faith. 
We encourage open and honest conversations, about what you think, feel and 
believe. You can expect to laugh, share food and journey together with others. 
 

Where: ALPHA at St Benedicts Parish Applecross - 115 Ardross Street  
When:  Starting Thursday 8th February 2024 at 6.30pm - 8.30pm  
Register: email alphaatstbenes@gmail.com.  
 

Need more information, contact Nicole 0429859308 or Dom 0404803408. Visit 
www.stbenedicts.net.au or alpha.org.au. 
 

DARE TO DREAM BIG WITH EAMONN CONWAY - THU 15TH FEB AT 7PM 
Professor (Fr.) Eamonn Conway (University of Limerick and presently lecturing 
at Notre Dame, Fremantle) will join us to share Pope Francis's vision for 
change and renewal within the Church - a Synodal Church.  
The question is: Could we build a different Church, one that is more welcoming, 
inclusive and relevant to our daily lives and the lives of those we love and care 
for? Maybe if we dream Big! 
 

Date:     Thursday 15th February 2024 
Time:     7pm – 9pm 
Place:    St Tommy More College, Crawley 
Parking: Available at the rear carpark 
Suggested Donation: $10 Prior registration is necessary to help with seating 
and supper. 
For more information and to register, email Jenny: wallergranjen51@gmail.com 
 

TOUR GUIDE OPEN HOUSE - TUESDAY 20TH FEBRUARY 2024 AT 10.30AM 
At our beautiful Cathedral, St Mary’s, we have a very enthusiastic band of vol-
unteers who conduct tours to schools, public and private organizations as well 
as the general public. This voluntary Ministry was founded in February 2011 
and has grown over the years from two to eight tour guides; however, we are 
looking to increase our numbers.  On Tuesday 20th February at 10.30 am we 
will be conducting a tour followed by a light morning tea in the Cathedral’s Par-
ish Centre. The aim of this “Open Day” is for those individuals who are perhaps 
retired or are available during the week and would like to find out more of what 
is involved, to come along to the fact-finding event. You will be able to ask 
questions, meet the other guides and perhaps decide to join us. Your commit-
ment would only be determined by your availability and may be just one tour 
every month or so for approximately 1½ hours. Of course, all necessary train-
ing and resources are provided. 
To register your attendance, or for more information, please call Carol Wright, 
Tour Guide Coordinator on 0419 948 411 or Email: clwwright@bigpond.net.au 
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