
  
Year  A 

A house of welcome to all and a place of service to all 

2nd Sunday, Year A                                                   January 15, 2023 

 
First Reading - Is 49:3. 5-6 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I shall 
be glorified’; I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, my God was 
my strength. And now the Lord has spoken, he who formed me in 
the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, to gath-
er Israel to him: ‘It is not enough for you to be my servant, to re-
store the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; I 
will make you the light of the nations so that my salvation may 
reach to the ends of the earth.’ 
 
Second Reading - 1 Cor 1:1-3 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with broth-
er Sosthenes, send greetings to the church of God in Corinth, to 
the holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to take their place 
among all the saints everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus 
Christ; for he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 
 
Gospel - Jn 1:29-34 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look, there is the 
lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. This is the one I 
spoke of when I said: A man is coming after me who ranks before 
me because he existed before me. I did not know him myself, and 
yet it was to reveal him to Israel that I came baptising with water.’ 
John also declared, ‘I saw the Spirit coming down on him from 
heaven like a dove and resting on him. I did not know him myself, 
but he who sent me to baptise with water had said to me, “The 
man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the one 
who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit.” Yes, I have seen and I 
am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.’ 
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A term of great honour 
Some people today may be puzzled by John the Baptist referring to Jesus in today’s 
gospel as the “lamb of God”, since for most of us the lambs we see in the paddocks 
are cute, but weak and vulnerable to predators. You don’t hear of nations, or even 
sporting teams, adopting ‘lambs’ as their emblem. Why should John identify “the 
Chosen One of God” as the “lamb of God”? 

The people for whom John was writing would have heard the “lamb of God” very 
differently to us. For those familiar with the Old Testament, the term “lamb of God” 
had extremely powerful resonances, especially in the suffering servant passages in 
Isaiah, as well as in the Exodus from Egypt. 

Recall how Isaiah gives an astonishing account of the suffering servant who is beaten, 
arrested and put to death: “Like a lamb about to be slaughtered, like a sheep about 
to be sheared, he never said a word.” Yet by his endurance we are saved and forgiv-
en by God (53:7). 

Again at the Exodus from Egypt, we read of God sending a destroying angel to kill all 
the first born in the land, of people and animals, to force Pharaoh to release the Isra-
elites from their bondage. Moses instructs the Israelites to take the blood of a lamb 
or kid and put it on the doorpost overnight to protect them from the angel of death 

WEEKLY MASS TIMES      
 

Saturday:  6:00 pm Vigil Mass     Reconciliation 
1st Saturday of the month: Youth led Mass Friday:     4:30 pm – 5:15 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am and 10:00 am         Saturday: 5:00 pm – 5:45 pm 
  
Tuesday:  5:30 pm    Devotions 
Wednesday:  9:00 am    Eucharistic Adoration:  
Thursday:  9:00 am    Wednesday:  9.30am – 11.00am 
Friday:   5:30 pm    Novena: Saturday at 5:30 pm  



(Ex. 12). This Passover became a defining feast for the Jewish people ever after, and 
it resonates in our Christian Eucharist as well. 

So for us the “lamb of God” is indeed a term of great honour, not one of weakness 
but of incredible endurance and commitment by God in Jesus to our wellbeing and 
salvation. The symbol of the lamb is not one of threat or violence, but of innocence 
and solidarity with those in suffering. 

Curiously in John’s gospel, there is no mention of him baptising Jesus. John even 
says he did not know Jesus, but recognised him from the sign of the Spirit descend-
ing on him. John speaks as a prophet witnessing to the true identity of Jesus as the 
Chosen One who takes away “the sin of the world”, the primordial disorder in all 
creation and in us.  

John witnesses the Holy Spirit coming down on Jesus, but the Spirit is not for Jesus 
alone. Jesus will baptise with the Holy Spirit, and so the Spirit will be alive in all the 
followers of Jesus. 

John is intent on showing how the same Holy Spirit in Jesus is the very same Spirit 
animating the small and seemingly insignificant Christian communities of his day. He 
is urging the followers of Jesus to allow God’s Spirit to nudge them to be good news, 
with the ‘lamb of God’ as their emblem, capturing God’s intense personal commit-
ment to our wellbeing, and calling us to a similar commitment to others.  
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 NEXT WEEK 

Bulletin: Juliana Doss 

Flowers :  Joan Louie 

Counters:    1. T Huxtable  2. A Vinci   3. M Woolford 

FOR 22ND JANUARY 

MORE CARE— DO YOU NEED HELP OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES? 
 

 Stephen      0408 167 400  (Transport)     Christine    0412 887 950  (Transport) 
 Monica        0419 945 005  (Meals)              Margaret    0439 698 887  (Meals) 
 Serina         0420 991 868  (Visiting)            Juliana      9310 1747        (General) 
 Angela        0418 953 992  (Bereavement Support) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Deaths: 
Please pray for Cardinal George Pell, John Stephen Walker, Pope Benedict XVI, 
Fr Andre Nahhas, who passed away recently. 
 

Anniversaries: Please pray for Pamela Caspersz, Sandra Sgherza, Errol D’ 
Monte, Clinton Franks, Jerson Moniz, whose anniversaries occur around this time. 

 Saturday  

6.00pm 

Sunday  

8.00am 

Sunday  

10.00am 

 

Acolytes 
 

J Nonis  
 

M Humble  
 

M Braganza  

Altar Servers, Special Ministers and Readers — Please come up 

as required — NO ROSTERS for January 2023. 

Safeguarding Officers:  
1. Gerard Joseph (Gerard.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

2. Derek Choo (Derek.Choo.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

3. Marguerite Parker (margparkersgo@gmail.com) 

4. Monica de Rozario (monica.derozario.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr. Phong Nguyen   

Priest in Residence: Rev. Fr.  Anthony Vu   

Parish Deacon:  Deacon Bruce Talbot   

Parish Secretary:   Mrs. Juliana Doss 

 

MESSAGE FROM PARISH SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

Could all Volunteers with Working With Children Cards  in our Parish ensure that your 
Cards are current? We endeavour to keep our Records updated and with the Christmas/
New Year break forthcoming, your renewal reminders could be overlooked.  If you wish 
to no longer be active in your Ministry could you please inform the Parish Office in writ-
ing as we cannot remove anyone without written notification. Your cooperation will en-
sure that the Safeguarding Program in St Thomas More, Bateman is compliant with 
State Government and Archdiocese requirements. 
 

PILGRIM MOTHER’S PRAYER GROUP 
The Pilgrim Mother's Prayer Group cordially invite mothers to join us as we gather to 
pray for our children and grandchildren  every First and Third Thursday of the month at 
the church hall 10.00am - 12.00noon. Please contact Rosemary on 0434 032 108 or 
Joan on 0432 247 136 for more information. 
 

YOU HAVE A STORY TO SHARE? HOW PRAYERS HAVE HELPED YOU.  
Your story may give hope, inspire, and encourage those who need prayers. Read the 
story of one boy’s faith and improbable healing posted on the notice board and in the 
foyer “Jesus says to Ethan: Everything will be OK.” When you share, your name can 
remain confidential. For enquiries call Jeremiah 0422 237 268 or email 
jckloo18@gmail.com. 

Baptisms:  
We welcome Alastair Brynn de San Miguel and Archie Bradley de San Miguel 
into our Parish Community. 
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