
  
Year  A 

A house of welcome to all and a place of service to all 

Epiphany, Year A                                                     January 8, 2023 

First Reading - Is 60:1-6 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Arise, shine out, Jerusalem, for your light has come, the glory of the Lord is 
rising on you, though night still covers the earth and darkness the peoples. 
Above you the Lord now rises and above you his glory appears. The nations 
come to your light and kings to your dawning brightness. Lift up your eyes and 
look round: all are assembling and coming towards you, your sons from far 
away and your daughters being tenderly carried. At this sight you will grow ra-
diant, your heart throbbing and full; since the riches of the sea will flow to you; 
the wealth of the nations come to you; camels in throngs will cover you, and 
dromedaries of Midian and Ephah; everyone in Sheba will come, bringing gold 
and incense and singing the praise of the Lord. 
 

Second Reading - Eph 3:2-3. 5-6 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 
You have probably heard how I have been entrusted by God with the grace he 
meant for you, and that it was by a revelation that I was given the knowledge of 
the mystery. This mystery that has now been revealed through the Spirit to his 
holy apostles and prophets was unknown to any men in past generations; it 
means that pagans now share the same inheritance, that they are parts of the 
same body, and that the same promise has been made to them, in Christ Je-
sus, through the gospel. 
 

Gospel - Mt 2:1-12 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign of King Herod, 
some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the 
Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’ 
When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole 
of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes of the people, 
and enquired of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ 
they told him, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you 
will come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the ex-
act date on which the star had appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and 
find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, let me know, so 
that I too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the king had to say, 
they set out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it went 
forward and halted over the place where the child was. The sight of the star filled 
them with delight, and going into the house they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, opening their treas-
ures, they offered him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a 
different way. 
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The Prince and the Pauper 
Most of us have no doubt sung more than once this popular Christmas carol, "We 
Three Kings"; and all our churches were probably adorned by "cribs" boasting statues 
of three exotic looking men dressed in royal finery, wearing crowns and riding on 
bejewelled camels. Their names — Gaspar, Balthasar, and Melchior.  

Based upon Matthew's claim that they came from the east (Mt 2:1) and saw the star 
rise in the east (Mt 2.2), it has often been assumed in Christian tradition that these 
men came from Persia to find the Christ. Other interpreters have thought that the 
wise men might have come from Arabia — hence the popular presentation of the 
“kings” as exotic worthies with princely accoutrements and camel transport. Such 
imagery and information, however, derive more from the popular imagination than it 
does from Matthew's Gospel. 

Called by Matthew "Magi" (Mt 2:1), these colourful characters are not presented as 
kings, but rather as astrologers or wise men. They are not named; and there are no 
camels in sight. The text says nothing about there being three of them. The tradition 
that there were but three wise men arose from the fact that there were three gifts 
(Mt 2:11). 

The term Magi reflects the Greek magos, which refers to a magician, sorcerer, or one 
wise in interpreting the stars and dreams. In ancient Media and Persia these Magi 
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were associated with the priestly caste. Matthew presents these men as scholars 
who are "wise" not only in dream interpretation and stargazing, but in Jewish tradi-
tions as well. 

Matthew indicates that these wise men had studied the Hebrew Scriptures, where 
they found and correctly interpreted the messianic prophecies that told that "there 
shall come a star out of Jacob" (Nm 24:17; cf. Mt 2:2). Similarly, the chief priests 
whom Herod consults at the behest of the Magi find in Micah (5:2), a more specific 
reference to the Messiah's birth at Bethlehem (Mt 2:4-6).  

This story draws on and reminds us of another “foreign” seer in the Old Testament, 
Balaam, who foresaw the future triumph of Israel over its enemies (Nm 24:17). Even 
Herod was Idumean and the representative of a foreign power; a king whose herit-
age and authority had the whiff of illegitimacy. 

So, in Matthew’s story, prophets, priests, and foreigners bring their collective wis-
dom to bear on the Scriptures to confirm the legitimacy of Jesus’ later claim to mes-
sianic status. There is an obvious irony here, if not also a bit of folk wisdom. One 
should not judge by appearances; nor should one underestimate God.  

The true prince appears in the world as a pauper, while the present king quakes in 
fear in his princely palace. God assumes human being not amidst the elites of socie-
ty, but amidst the poor. Jesus’ regnal status is recognised, not by his future subjects, 
but by those on the margins and those “on the nose”, foreign astrologers and 
Idumean pretenders to the throne.  
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 NEXT WEEK 

Bulletin: Juliana Doss 

Flowers :  Justina Voon 

Counters:    1. B D’Sa   2. P Murray    3. L Thornett 

FOR 15TH JANUARY 

MORE CARE— DO YOU NEED HELP OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES? 
 

 Stephen      0408 167 400  (Transport)     Christine    0412 887 950  (Transport) 
 Monica        0419 945 005  (Meals)              Margaret    0439 698 887  (Meals) 
 Serina         0420 991 868  (Visiting)            Juliana      9310 1747        (General) 
 Angela        0418 953 992  (Bereavement Support) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Deaths: 
Please pray for Pope Benedict XVI, Fr Andre Nahhas and Gerard Louie, who 
passed away recently. 
 

Anniversaries: Please pray for Regina Patricia Limas, whose anniversaries occur 
around this time. 

 Saturday  

6.00pm 

Sunday  

8.00am 

Sunday  

10.00am 

 

Acolytes 
 

S Dass  
 

P Cox  
 

S Kan  

Altar Servers, Special Ministers and Readers — Please come up 

as required — NO ROSTERS for January 2023. 

Safeguarding Officers:  
1. Gerard Joseph (Gerard.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

2. Derek Choo (Derek.Choo.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

3. Marguerite Parker (margparkersgo@gmail.com) 

4. Monica de Rozario (monica.derozario.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr. Phong Nguyen   

Priest in Residence: Rev. Fr.  Anthony Vu   

Parish Deacon:  Deacon Bruce Talbot   

Parish Secretary:   Mrs. Juliana Doss 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 23
RD

 DECEMBER 2022 - 9
TH

 JANUARY 2023 
 

MESSAGE FROM PARISH SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

Could all Volunteers with Working With Children Cards  in our Parish ensure that your 
Cards are current? We endeavour to keep our Records updated and with the Christmas/
New Year break forthcoming, your renewal reminders could be overlooked.  If you wish 
to no longer be active in your Ministry could you please inform the Parish Office in writ-
ing as we cannot remove anyone without written notification. Your cooperation will en-
sure that the Safeguarding Program in St Thomas More, Bateman is compliant with 
State Government and Archdiocese requirements. 
 

PILGRIM MOTHER’S PRAYER GROUP 
The Pilgrim Mother's Prayer Group cordially invite mothers to join us as we gather to 
pray for our children and grandchildren  every First and Third Thursday of the month at 
the church hall 10.00am - 12.00noon. Please contact Rosemary on 0434 032 108 or 
Joan on 0432 247 136 for more information. 
 

YOU HAVE A STORY TO SHARE? HOW PRAYERS HAVE HELPED YOU.  
Your story may give hope, inspire, and encourage those who need prayers. Read the 
story of one boy’s faith and improbable healing posted on the notice board and in the 
foyer “Jesus says to Ethan: Everything will be OK.” When you share, your name can 
remain confidential. For enquiries call Jeremiah 0422 237 268 or email 
jckloo18@gmail.com. 

Baptisms:  
We welcome Alastair Brynn de San Miguel and Archie Bradley de San Miguel 
into our Parish Community. 
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