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First Reading - Nm 6:22-27 
A reading from the book of Numbers 
The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this to Aaron and his sons: 
“This is how you are to bless the sons of Israel. You shall say to them: 
May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.” 
This is how they are to call down my name on the sons of Israel, and I 
will bless them.’ 
 
 
Second Reading - Gal 4:4-7 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 
When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
born a subject of the Law, to redeem the subjects of the Law and to ena-
ble us to be adopted as sons. The proof that you are sons is that God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts: the Spirit that cries, ‘Abba, 
Father’, and it is this that makes you a son, you are not a slave any 
more; and if God has made you son, then he has made you heir. 
 
 
Gospel - Lk 2:16-21 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 
The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw the child they repeat-
ed what they had been told about him, and everyone who heard it was 
astonished at what the shepherds had to say. As for Mary, she treas-
ured all these things and pondered them in her heart. And the shep-
herds went back glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen; it was exactly as they had been told. 
When the eighth day came and the child was to be circumcised, they 
gave him the name Jesus, the name the angel had given him before his 
conception. 
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The greatest mother of them all 
Most of us can handle changes to our plans that are part of everyday life. For exam-
ple, a friend ‘drops in’ unexpectedly and we have to put aside what we’re doing or 
set an extra place for dinner; a family member falls sick and we have to postpone a 
planned trip; or our computer or smart phone crashes, leaving us ‘high and dry’, in 
the midst of something important. We might complain and grumble, but we general-
ly accept the changes, despite the inconvenience and disruption. 

The change of plans announced by the angel Gabriel to Mary weren’t simply an in-
convenience. Her life and future were already somewhat established: she was be-
trothed and no doubt expecting a typical married life. Gabriel’s message changed 
everything! In saying “yes” to God, Mary had to surrender her plans, her life and her 
body.  By surrendering (saying “yes”) to God, new life comes not only to Mary, but 
through her to the whole world.   

It’s difficult to really appreciate the disruption to Mary’s life plans that her “yes” to 
God caused. She was a simple young girl who, without understanding fully what was 
being asked of her, surrendered herself to God and was “overshadowed by the pow-
er of the Most High.”   

Surrendering to the Spirit is a challenge for us all. It is to let God take the lead and 
allow the power of the Most High to overshadow us and lead us to where God is call-

WEEKLY MASS TIMES      
 

Saturday:  6:00 pm Vigil Mass     Reconciliation 
1st Saturday of the month: Youth led Mass Friday:     4:30 pm – 5:15 pm 
Sunday:  8:00 am and 10:00 am         Saturday: 5:00 pm – 5:45 pm 
  
Tuesday:  5:30 pm    Devotions 
Wednesday:  9:00 am    Eucharistic Adoration:  
Thursday:  9:00 am    Wednesday:  9.30am – 11.00am 
Friday:   5:30 pm    Novena: Saturday at 5:30 pm  



ing and reveal to us what God is asking. Surrendering to the Spirit means casting 
aside all the ‘baggage’ we carry and cling to, and that weighs us down and holds us 
back from being the person God wants us to be and knows we can be. Without 
openness and surrender we can become sluggish. Surrendering to the Spirit stretch-
es us, gives us new colour and outlook, and breathes new air into our lives. Surren-
dering to the Spirit happens when we realise that it’s time to become someone new. 
It’s not about giving up, but moving on to something greater in God’s plan.   

We don’t need all the details of God’s plan for us. Like Mary, we need to say “yes” 
and trustingly to reach out and take God’s hand.  Only by surrendering, can we come 
to new life and help bring that life to the world around us. 

As we leave behind 2022, we look back and, like Mary, “treasure and ponder in our 
hearts” all the moments of grace, blessing and growth, and give thanks. As we begin 
2023, we look forward with expectation and a readiness to surrender to all that will 
come our way, ready to say “yes”.   

To our family, friends and loved ones we say: “May the Lord bless you and keep you.  
May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to you. May the Lord uncover 
his face to you and bring you peace.” 
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 NEXT WEEK 

Bulletin: Juliana Doss 

Flowers :  Rosemary Lui Yeo 

Counters:    1. J Fitzpatrick   2. S Lau    3. J Pereira 

FOR 8TH JANUARY 

MORE CARE— DO YOU NEED HELP OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES? 
 

 Stephen      0408 167 400  (Transport)    Christine    0412 887 950  (Transport) 
 Monica        0419 945 005  (Meals)             Margaret    0439 698 887  (Meals) 
 Serina         0420 991 868  (Visiting)           Juliana      9310 1747       (General) 
 Angela        0418 953 992  (Bereavement Support) 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

 

Anniversaries: Please pray for Brian Foster, Cayden Ilich, Hazel Franks, Peter 
Lau,  Dean Antonio Pasquale, Don Allen, Fifih Hernawati, whose anniversaries 
occur around this time. 

 Saturday  

6.00pm 

Sunday  

8.00am 

Sunday  

10.00am 

 

Acolytes 
 

D Morais   
 

 B King  
 

A Louie   

Altar Servers, Special Ministers and Readers — Please come up 

as required — NO ROSTERS for January 2023. 

Safeguarding Officers:  
1. Gerard Joseph (Gerard.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

2. Derek Choo (Derek.Choo.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

3. Marguerite Parker (margparkersgo@gmail.com) 

4. Monica de Rozario (monica.derozario.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr. Phong Nguyen   

Priest in Residence: Rev. Fr.  Anthony Vu   

Parish Deacon:  Deacon Bruce Talbot   

Parish Secretary:   Mrs. Juliana Doss 

 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 23RD DECEMBER 2022 - 9TH JANUARY 2023 
 

MESSAGE FROM PARISH SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

Could all Volunteers with Working With Children Cards  in our Parish ensure that 
your Cards are current? We endeavour to keep our Records updated and with 
the Christmas/New Year break forthcoming, your renewal reminders could be 
overlooked.  If you wish to no longer be active in your Ministry could you please 
inform the Parish Office in writing as we cannot remove anyone without written 
notification. Your cooperation will ensure that the Safeguarding Program in St 
Thomas More, Bateman is compliant with State Government and Archdiocese 
requirements. 
 

PILGRIM MOTHER’S PRAYER GROUP 
The Pilgrim Mother's Prayer Group cordially invite mothers to join us as we gath-
er to pray for our children and grandchildren  every First and Third Thursday of 
the month at the church hall 10.00am - 12.00noon. Please contact Rosemary on 
0434 032 108 or Joan on 0432 247 136 for more information. 
 
YOU HAVE A STORY TO SHARE? HOW PRAYERS HAVE HELPED YOU.  
Your story may give hope, inspire, and encourage those who need prayers. 
Read the story of one boy’s faith and improbable healing posted on the notice 
board and in the foyer “Jesus says to Ethan: Everything will be OK.” When 
you share, your name can remain confidential. For enquiries call Jeremiah 0422 
237 268 or email jckloo18@gmail.com. 
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