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 Sunday Advent, Year A                                         December 4, 2022 

First Reading - Is 11:1-10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots: on him the spirit 
of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and insight, a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. (The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges the 
wretched with integrity, and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. His 
word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, his sentences bring death to the wicked. Integrity 
is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the belt about his hips. The wolf lives with 
the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, calf and lion cub feed together with a little 
boy to lead them. The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. The infant plays over the cobra's hole; into the viper's 
lair the young child puts his hand. They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell the sea. That 
day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples. It will be sought out by the 
nations and its home will be glorious. 
 

Second Reading - Rom 15:4-9 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us some-
thing about hope from the examples scripture gives of how people who did not give up 
were helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all 
to be tolerant with each other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in 
mind and voice you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in the same friendly way 
as Christ treated you. The reason Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was 
not only so that God could faithfully carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it 
was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one 
place: For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing your name. 
 

Gospel - Mt 3:1-12 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and 
this was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was 
the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: A voice cries in the wilderness: Pre-
pare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight. This man John wore a garment made 
of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild hon-
ey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to 
him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. 
But when he saw a number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to 
them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if 
you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, 
“We have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children 
for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so 
that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I 
baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than 
I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his 
wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 
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Phone (08) 93101747 
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Serving the poor with love 
John the Baptist was quite a celebrity around Jerusalem. People came from every-
where to see this strange man who lived on locusts and wild honey, dressed in camel 
hair, and preached the need for repentance. He even instituted a new ritual of bap-
tism – pouring water on people’s heads – as a sign of forgiveness for those who con-
fess their sins and genuinely seek a new way of life. 
But John remained ever suspicious of people’s motives. So, on seeing a number of 
Sadducees and Pharisees coming for baptism, he questioned their motivation calling 
them a “brood of vipers”! John never attended that class on “How to win friends and 
influence people”! He was more interested in confronting people with their sins so 
they may change their ways. The fact that people continued to come to the river Jor-
dan to hear John preach, they knew his message to be true. 

While John did not tire from preaching his message of repentance, he was equally 
insistent on announcing the coming of the Messiah – the one who will “baptise with 
the Holy Spirit and fire” and pronounce judgment upon the world – separating the 
‘good wheat’ from the ‘evil chaff’. As John insisted, he was not worthy to carry the 
sandals of this promised messenger of God. 

This promise of a coming divine messenger is also expressed in the prophecy of Isai-
ah who envisages a new beginning with a ruler-king blessed with wisdom, insight, 
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compassion and fear of the Lord. He will inaugurate God’s reign by bringing judg-
ment on the wicked and justice for the poor. The whole of creation will be trans-
formed so that violence is replaced by harmony as in images of the wolf and lamb or 
calf and lion living and playing together! 

In the real world where you and I live, God’s reign of justice, peace and harmony is 
evidently far from reality. So, how are we Christians to judge Jesus as the promised 
Messiah? Evidently, we need to concede that his ministry is incomplete. Further-
more, it is you and I, the disciples of Jesus, who are called upon to continue his min-
istry as we await the messianic completion of creation at the end-of-time. 

Sometimes problems facing us and our world appear so big, we can easily despair. In 
today’s Letter to the Romans, we are told everything written in the scriptures teach-
es us “something about hope” so that, whatever life’s challenges, we know we will 
be “helped by God”. 

In the words of Pope Francis: “Although the life of a person is in a land full of thorns 
and weeds, there is always a space in which the good seed can grow. You have to 
trust God”. Let us then heed the message of today’s readings by seeking God’s love 
and forgiveness as we prepare to celebrate the Christ-coming. And let us put this 
message into action through our loving service of the poor. 
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MORE CARE— DO YOU NEED HELP OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES? 
 Stephen      0408 167 400  (General/Transport) 
 Monica        0419 945 005  (Meals)         Margaret    0439 698 887  (Meals) 
 Serina         0420 991 868  (Visiting)       Christine    0412 887 950  (Transport) 
 Angela        0418 953 992  (Bereavement Support) 
 Juliana        9310 1747       (General)  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Deaths: 
Please pray for Frits Tedjakuntara,  who passed away recently. 
 

Anniversaries: Please pray for Guido Mancini, Joseph Pittorino, William James 
Mowatt, whose anniversaries occur around this time. 

Baptisms:  
We welcome Jacob Cornelis Yeow Harrison, Felix Zhi Xi Lee, Emilia Jingyi Thai, 
Cruz Anthony Carter, Ari Edmund Claudius, Jack Walter Goodhill, Leon Carter 
Orchard, Leo Gerard Bonner, into our Parish Community. 
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Readers 
 

J Ernest 

R D'Mello   

 

J Kearney 

G Dunsford   

 

G das Neves 

A Crossley  

Readers Coordinator: Lilian Sequeira - 9331 5221  

Piety Stall OPEN OPEN OPEN 

Safeguarding Officers:  
1. Gerard Joseph (Gerard.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

2. Derek Choo (Derek.Choo.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

3. Marguerite Parker (margparkersgo@gmail.com) 

4. Monica de Rozario (monica.derozario.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

5. Hilda Klass (Hilda.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

6. Christine Sammut (Christinec.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr. Phong Nguyen   

Priest in Residence: Rev. Fr.  Anthony Vu   

Parish Deacon:  Deacon Bruce Talbot   

Parish Secretary:   Mrs. Juliana Doss 
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PARISH EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Please be advised of our parish email addresses at St Thomas More Catho-
lic Church, Bateman Parish: 
1. Bateman Catholic Parish (Secretary): bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
2. Bateman Planned Giving: pgiving.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
3. Bateman Pastoral Care: morecare.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
4. Bateman Catechist: catechist.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
5. Bateman Safeguarding Officer: sgo.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
6. Bateman Youth: youth.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 

BATEMAN TEENS GROUP – 9
TH

 DECEMBER– 6:45PM 
The next Bateman teens group will be on 9

th
 December at 

6:45pm – 8:30pm in the parish hall. We welcome all teens from 
year 7-12 and encourage those who are in year 6 and have 
completed their Confirmation to also attend! This is our final 
teens group for the year and we will return in 2023 according to 
the school term. Masks are not required but we will have some extras if your 
child wishes to wear one. We also ask that if you are feeling unwell, please do 
not attend for the safety of other participants and our leaders. If you wish to 
make an inquiry, please contact us through our Instagram @stmp_youth.  
If you have any questions or are interested in your teens attending Youth 
Group, please do not hesitate to contact St. Thomas More Parish Youth Coor-
dinators on (08) 9310 1747. 
 

CYM SUMMIT, EVERY WEDNESDAY - 7
TH

 DECEMBER AT 6PM 
 

The CYM Summit (mass and adoration) will be held every Wednesday at: 
 

1. Infant Jesus Parish Morley (9
th

 & 23
rd

 November and 7
th

 December) 
    47 Wellington Rd, Morley WA 6062 
 

2. Catholic Pastoral Centre Of Our Lady Of The Mission 
    (16

th
 & 30

th
 November and 14

th
 December) 

    40A Mary St, Highgate WA 6003 
 

For the months of NOVEMBER and DECEMBER, dates for Summit will be 
Infant Jesus Parish Morley on the 9

th
 November, 23

rd
 November, 7

th
 Decem-

ber, and in Catholic Pastoral Centre Of Our Lady Of The Mission on the 16
th
 

November, 30
th
 November and 14

th
 December. 

Mass will start at 6PM followed by adoration after. 
For any inquiries regarding our youth ministry please don’t hesitate to contact 
9310 1747 or contact CYM directly at admin@cym.com.au or 9422 7912. 
 

Visit them at https://cym.com.au/ or follow them on Facebook. ADVENT RECONCIILIATION SERVICE – THURSDAY 8
TH

 DEC AT 7.00PM 
Our Advent 2

nd
 Rite of Reconciliation Service will be held on Thursday 8

th
 

December at 7.00pm.  There will be many neighbouring priests to assist us 
in this service, so please invite your family and friends to come along to prepare 
spiritually for Christmas. 
 

Willetton Parish  Wednesday 7
th
 Dec – 7.00pm 

Bateman Parish  Thursday 8
th

 Dec – 7.00pm 
Langford Parish Tuesday 20

th
 Dec – 7.00pm 

 

PARISH COUNT OF MASS ATTENDANCE 2022 
The  Parish  Pastoral  Council  will be  conducting  a  parish  count  for  Mass 
attendance on the weekends of 3

rd
/4

th
 December 2022.   

It  will be a  simple  headcount  during  collection  without distraction to mass 
service. Your cooperation is much appreciated. 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES—2022 
 

Christmas Eve – Saturday 24
th

 December 2022 
       6.30pm – Outdoor Children’s Mass 

  9.00pm – Vigil Christmas Mass 
 

Christmas Day – Sunday 25
th

 December 2022 
          8.00am – Christmas Mass 

10.00am – Christmas Mass 
 

Boxing Day – Monday 26
th

 December 2022 
9.00am – Mass (Public Holiday) 

 

Tuesday – 27th December 2022 – 5.30am Mass 
(Public Holiday) 

 

Saturday 31
st

 December 2022 – 6.00pm 
 

New Year’s Day – Sunday - 1
st

 January 2023 
8.00am – Mass  

           10.00am – Mass  
 

We encourage parishioners to attend the Outdoor Mass  
at 6.30pm on Christmas Eve.   

Please bring portable chairs, and rugs.  
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SVDP FOOD SALE - SUNDAY 4
TH

 DECEMBER 2022 
Please come and support us  after all morning  masses. Besides our usual 
array of delicious home cooked, we will be selling cookies, peanut as well as 
Christmas ones. Contact Winnie at 0421 601 095 if u wish to donate or pre-
order any food or cookies. Kindly be reminded that only cash will be accepted. 
 

ALL SOULS DAY PHOTO DISPLAY 
Thank you for all your support to the grieving families. Photos of the deceased 
can be collected from the church foyer. If you need further support or assis-
tance, please do not hesitate to contact the parish or Bereavement Support 
Group. God bless you & your family. 
 

CHAPLETS OF THE DIVINE MERCY.  
A beautiful, prayerful, sung devotion held in our church on the second 
Wednesday of each month. The last devotion for the year will be held 
on Wednesday 14th December 2022 commencing at 7.30 pm.  
As it is the last devotion for the year, it will be followed by refreshments, 
so please bring along a plate of finger foods to share  
Enquiries to George Lopez on 041 991 0039. 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE NATIVITY 
The Christmas Committee have commenced organising the Children’s Christ-
mas Eve Outdoor Mass. So, we are now encouraging all primary aged chil-
dren, who would like to participate in the Nativity to please register.  
We request that the children be available for rehearsal to be included in the 
Mass.  
 

The Children’s Christmas Eve Outdoor Mass will be held on Saturday, 
24th December at 6:30pm. 
 

The Nativity Rehearsal will be held on:  Friday, 23 December at 9:00am 
To register your interest, please contact/ message Brenella on 0418 877 791 
with your child’s name and current year level.  
 

Specific help in the following areas is also required –  
1.   We will require a couple of older primary/ younger secondary aged           
 students to  assist as readers 
2. Any parent wishing to assist with the play will be welcomed.   Thank you. 
 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
Dear Parishioners, Christmas is a time for giving, and this year we need the gift 
of your time. 
To make the Christmas Eve special (and last year the support we received was 
wonderful), we need the following helpers: 
 

To help set up at 8.30am on Saturday 24
th

 December 2022: 
20 Helpers to put the chairs out 
 

To help out before Mass: 
10 Greeters 
 

To help out during Mass: 
3 Altar Servers   
20 Collectors 
24 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 

To help out after Mass: 
10 people to assist with the basket gifts 
 

To register your assistance, please put your name down on the list at the back 
of the church or email Juliana at: bateman@perthcatholic.org.au  

 
SECURITY FOR YOUR CARS DURING CHRISTMAS MASSES 
We ask you to be aware and not to leave valuable items in your car when you 
come to church, especially for the Christmas Eve Outdoor Mass and all other 
Christmas Masses.  We encourage you to carpool, or leave your car at home 
and walk to church if possible.  For your peace of mind, the Parish will also ar-
range for the local Police and Melville City Council Security to patrol around the 
church complex during the busy services.  Thank you for your attention and 
cooperation.  
 
SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCH ON 27TH DECEMBER TUESDAY 
St Thomas More Parish will be holding a Christmas Lunch for Seniors on 27th 
December, Tuesday 11.00am-2.30pm. 
 

You will be entertained by our Parish Ukelele Group with Christmas carols. 
Lunch is provided but you are welcome to bring a dish if it is convenient for 
you.  Hope to see you there having fun & singing along with us!  
Please sign up at the church foyer before 22nd December. 
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