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A house of welcome to all and a place of service to all 

4
th
 Sunday Advent, Year A                                              December 18, 2022 

First Reading - Is 7:10-14 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for 
yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.’ 
‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’ Then Isaiah said: 
‘Listen now, House of David: are you not satisfied with trying the patience of 
men without trying the patience of my God, too? The Lord himself, there-
fore, will give you a sign. It is this: the maiden is with child and will soon 
give birth to a son whom she will call Immanuel, a name which means “God
-is-with-us”.’ 
 
Second Reading - Rom 1:1-7 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an apostle, 
and specially chosen to preach the Good News that God promised long ago 
through his prophets in the scriptures. This news is about the Son of God, 
who, according to the human nature he took, was a descendant of David: it 
is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit of ho-
liness that was in him, was proclaimed Son of God in all his power through 
his resurrection from the dead. Through him we received grace and our ap-
ostolic mission to preach the obedience of faith to all pagan nations in hon-
our of his name. You are one of these nations, and by his call belong to Je-
sus Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called to be 
saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and 
peace. 
 
Gospel - Mt 1:18-24 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed 
to Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with 
child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour 
and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He 
had made up his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the 
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, be-
cause he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.’ Now all this 
took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, 
a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up he did what 
the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home. 
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Little fanfare for Jesus’ birth 
When there is a major announcement of a forthcoming event, it is usually accompa-
nied by a media statement and even a press conference. Sometimes social media 
influencers are also invited to create some excitement and “buzz” around the an-
nouncement. Companies like Apple, Tesla and Boeing spend millions of dollars to 
launch their latest products worldwide.  

Similarly, when a famous celebrity couple welcomes a new addition to the family, it’s 
all over the news services and social media, sometimes for days on end. It’s like no 
other news is worthy of airtime. 

However, when God chose human form in Bethlehem, there was no spectacular an-
nouncement. There were no bells and whistles, no fireworks. In fact, there was noth-
ing but a bright star that attracted little attention except for a few wise men who 
travelled from the east. The birth of Jesus probably didn’t attract much interest out-
side the immediate families of Joseph and Mary, perhaps to spare Mary embarrass-
ment such was the unusual nature of the baby’s arrival. 

The biggest event the universe has witnessed had taken place with little fanfare. In 
the scheme of things, this was even bigger than the creation of the universe itself. 
Even the universe must have ‘held its breath’. 
 

WEEKLY MASS TIMES      
 

Saturday:  6:00 pm Vigil Mass     Reconciliation 
1

st
 Saturday of the month: Youth led Mass Friday:     4:30 pm – 5:15 pm 

Sunday:  8:00 am and 10:00 am         Saturday: 5:00 pm – 5:45 pm 
  
Tuesday:  5:30 pm    Devotions 
Wednesday:  9:00 am    Eucharistic Adoration:  
Thursday:  9:00 am    Wednesday:  9.30am – 11.00am 
Friday:   5:30 pm    Novena: Saturday at 5:30 pm  



 

That speaks of God preferring to work quietly, unseen and unnoticed. Choosing to 
be like many of us who work quietly in our offices, schools, our homes. 

For many people, our lives are simple and uneventful. Nothing spectacular happens 
and little that would warrant much outside attention. But it is in that simple, une-
ventful and unspectacular ‘living’ that God comes as one of us in order to bring us all 
closer to God. That's what happened to Joseph and Mary and that same invitation is 
also open to everyone. That's the underlying meaning of the name Emmanuel, “God 
is with us”. That God wants to be with us in the very ordinariness of our lives. 

The world today can sometimes be loud, vulgar and crass which is opposite to God 
coming to us in a quiet, ordinary way as a normal man. That's why the angel said to 
Joseph that there is no need to be afraid because God will come to be his son like 
any ordinary boy.  

Big announcements and even big events will come, and they will go. Prominent 
companies and famous people will come and eventually be confined to the history 
books, but God is the one constant. Perhaps it is not us who waits for God, but God 
with loving patience who waits for us. We need to realise that God is amongst us 
now in our everyday, mundane lives and will be with us for all eternity. 
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FOR 25TH DECEMBER 

MORE CARE— DO YOU NEED HELP OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES? 
 Stephen      0408 167 400  (General/Transport) 
 Monica        0419 945 005  (Meals)         Margaret    0439 698 887  (Meals) 
 Serina         0420 991 868  (Visiting)       Christine    0412 887 950  (Transport) 
 Angela        0418 953 992  (Bereavement Support) 
 Juliana        9310 1747       (General)  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Deaths: 
Please pray for Vera Foale (mother of Margaret Last), who passed away recently. 
 

Anniversaries: Please pray for M. Arumugam, Doraisamy Ammani, whose 
anniversaries occur around this time. 

Baptisms:  
We welcome Leon Carter Orchard, Leo Gerard Bonner, into our Parish 
Community. 
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Piety Stall OPEN OPEN OPEN 

Safeguarding Officers:  
1. Gerard Joseph (Gerard.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

2. Derek Choo (Derek.Choo.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

3. Marguerite Parker (margparkersgo@gmail.com) 

4. Monica de Rozario (monica.derozario.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

5. Christine Sammut (Christinec.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr. Phong Nguyen   

Priest in Residence: Rev. Fr.  Anthony Vu   

Parish Deacon:  Deacon Bruce Talbot   

Parish Secretary:   Mrs. Juliana Doss 
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PARISH EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Please be advised of our parish email addresses at St Thomas More Catho-
lic Church, Bateman Parish: 
1. Bateman Catholic Parish (Secretary): bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
2. Bateman Planned Giving: pgiving.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
3. Bateman Pastoral Care: morecare.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
4. Bateman Catechist: catechist.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
5. Bateman Safeguarding Officer: sgo.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
6. Bateman Youth: youth.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 

BATEMAN TEENS GROUP  
The Bateman Teens Group has finished for this year. 
If you wish to make an inquiry, please contact us through 
our Instagram @stmp_youth.  
If you have any questions or are interested in your teens 
attending Youth Group, please do not hesitate to contact 
St. Thomas More Parish Youth Coordinators on (08) 9310 1747.  We 
will see you next year in 2023. 
 

For any inquiries regarding our youth ministry please don’t hesitate to 
contact 9310 1747 or contact CYM directly at admin@cym.com.au or 
9422 7912. 
 

Visit them at https://cym.com.au/ or follow them on Facebook. 
============================================================================================================ 
 

SECURITY FOR YOUR CARS DURING CHRISTMAS MASSES 
We ask you to be aware and not to leave valuable items in your car when you 
come to church, especially for the Christmas Eve Outdoor Mass and all other 
Christmas Masses.  We encourage you to carpool, or leave your car at home 
and walk to church if possible.  For your peace of mind, the Parish will also 
arrange for the local Police and Melville City Council Security to patrol around 
the church complex during the busy services.  Thank you for your attention 
and cooperation.  
 

WARNING OF MOBILE PHONE SCAM ALLEGEDLY FROM FR. PHONG.  
I would like to bring to your attention a current scam that is circulating within 
various parish communities. The scam involves a message being sent with 
the parish priest’s name and official photo to parishioners asking them to ei-
ther send money or gift cards.  Please ignore scam text messages using my 
name and identity.  If you are in doubt please contact the Parish Office imme-
diately on 9310 1747.  Thank you! 

ADVENT RECONCIILIATION SERVICE  
Langford Parish Tuesday 20

th
 Dec – 7.00pm 

 

PILGRIM MOTHER’S PRAYER GROUP 
The Pilgrim Mother's Prayer Group cordially invite mothers to join us as we gather to 
pray for our children and grandchildren  every First and Third Thursday of the month 
at the church hall 10.00am - 12.00noon. Please contact Rosemary on 0434 032 108 
or Joan on 0432 247 136 for more information.  
 

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO SHARE? HOW PRAYERS HAVE HELPED YOU.  
Your story may give hope, inspire, and encourage those who need prayers. Read 
the story of one boy’s faith and improbable healing posted on the notice board and 
in the foyer “Jesus says to Ethan: Everything will be OK.” When you share, your 
name can remain confidential. For enquiries call Jeremiah 0422 237 268 or email 
jckloo18@gmail.com  
 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES—2022 
 

Christmas Eve – Saturday 24
th

 December 2022 
       6.30pm – Outdoor Children’s Mass 

  9.00pm – Vigil Christmas Mass 
 

Christmas Day – Sunday 25
th

 December 2022 
          8.00am – Christmas Mass 

10.00am – Christmas Mass 
 

       Please Note: Christmas Carol singing will commence 30 
minutes before Mass. 

 

Boxing Day – Monday 26
th

 December 2022 
9.00am – Mass (Public Holiday) 

 

Tuesday – 27th December 2022 – 5.30pm Mass 
(Public Holiday) 

 

Saturday 31
st

 December 2022 – 6.00pm 
 

New Year’s Day – Sunday - 1
st

 January 2023 
8.00am – Mass  

             10.00am – Mass  
We encourage parishioners to attend the Outdoor Mass  

at 6.30pm on Christmas Eve.   
Please bring portable chairs, and rugs.  
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE NATIVITY 
The Christmas Committee have commenced organising the Children’s Christ-
mas Eve Outdoor Mass. So, we are now encouraging all primary aged chil-
dren, who would like to participate in the Nativity to please register.  
We request that the children be available for rehearsal to be included in the 
Mass.  
 

The Children’s Christmas Eve Outdoor Mass will be held on Saturday, 
24th December at 6:30pm. 
 

The Nativity Rehearsal will be held on:  Friday, 23 December at 9:00am 
To register your interest, please contact/ message Brenella on 0418 877 791 
with your child’s name and current year level.  
 

Specific help in the following areas is also required –  
1.   We will require a couple of older primary/ younger secondary aged           
 students to  assist as readers 
2. Any parent wishing to assist with the play will be welcomed.   Thank you. 
 

 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
Dear Parishioners, Christmas is a time for giving, and this year we need the 
gift of your time. 
To make the Christmas Eve special (and last year the support we received 
was wonderful), we need the following helpers: 
 

To help set up at 8.30am on Saturday 24
th

 December 2022: 
20 Helpers to put the chairs out 
 

To help out before Mass: 
10 Greeters 
 

To help out during Mass: 
3 Altar Servers   
20 Collectors 
24 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 

To help out after Mass: 
10 people to assist with the basket gifts 
 

To register your assistance, please put your name down on the list at the 
back of the church or email Juliana at: bateman@perthcatholic.org.au  

ST THOMAS MORE PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AFTER SCHOOL PRO-
GRAM 
Sacramental classes for St Thomas More  Parish, Corpus Christi College  and oth-
er surrounding schools commence on Wednesday the 8th February from 4.00pm to 
5.00pm. All children (from pre-school age on) from within the Parish boundaries 
who attend Government schools are warmly welcomed to attend the Religious Ed-
ucation after school program. Our Parish also runs an after school program 
for High School students  who may not have celebrated their age relevant Sacra-
ment  on Wednesdays from 4pm-5pm (during school terms). 
Please note that Confirmation is a 2 year program 
 

Sacramental dates for 2023: St Thomas More, Bateman 
First Holy Communion: 17th /18th June 2023   Enrolments for this class close 
24thMarch 2023 
Confirmation: 9th /10th September 2023. Enrolments close for this class 
20th July 2023 
Reconciliation: 28th October 2023. Enrolments close for this class 20th June 
2023. 
High School classes commence on 26th April 2023. Enrolments will close 
06th April 2023.  
 

Next  year enrolments will be  online for the  RE programme. The link is as 
below. Please click the link to open up the enrolment form in your browser.  Bank 
details  to pay your fee are at the bottom of the form. There will also be an enrol-
ment day on Wednesday the 1st Feb 2023 in the church hall from 4pm to 
5.00pm  for parents finding it difficult to enrol online Please  email Mrs Judy Ma-
chado on  catechist.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au  if you are experiencing any 
difficulties in enrolling or paying the fee. Or to enrol at any other time. 
 

Link for enrolling your child is for RE classes next year is   HERE 
 

MESSAGE FROM PARISH SAFEGUARDING TEAM 

Could all Volunteers with Working With Children Cards  in our Parish ensure that 
your Cards are current. We endeavour to keep our Records updated and with the 
Christmas/New Year break forthcoming, your renewal reminders could be over-
looked.  If you wish to no longer be active in your Ministry could you please inform 
the Parish Office in writing as we cannot remove anyone without written notifica-
tion.  Your cooperation will ensure that the Safeguarding Program in St Thomas 
More, Bateman is compliant with State Government and Archdiocese require-
ments. 
 

SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCH - TUESDAY 27
TH

 DECEMBER AT 11AM 
St Thomas More Parish will be holding a Christmas Lunch for Seniors on 27

th 
Decem-

ber, Tuesday 11.00am-2.30pm. 
You will be entertained by our Parish Ukelele Group with Christmas carols. 
Lunch is provided but you are welcome to bring a dish if it is convenient for you.  Hope 
to see you there having fun & singing along with us!  
Please sign up at the church foyer before 22

nd
 December. 
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