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First Reading - Is 35:1-6, 10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy. The glory 
of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; they shall 
see the glory of the Lord, the splendour of our God. Strengthen all weary 
hands, steady all trembling knees and say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not 
be afraid. ‘Look, your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the retribution of 
God; he is coming to save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the 
ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongues 
of the dumb sing for joy, for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. They 
will come to Zion shouting for joy, everlasting joy on their faces; joy and glad-
ness will go with them and sorrow and lament be ended. 
 
Second Reading - Jas 5:7-10 
A reading from the letter of St James 
Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently 
he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it has had the autumn rains 
and the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, because the 
Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make complaints against one another, 
brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is al-
ready to be seen waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in submit-
ting with patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 
 
Gospel - Mt 11:2-11 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to 
ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone 
else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; the 
blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; 
and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about 
John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the 
breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? 
Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did 
you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a 
prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going to send my 
messenger before you; he will prepare your way before you. I tell you solemn-
ly, of all the children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never 
been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 
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The need for patience while we wait 
What are you like at waiting? As one person said: “I’m no good at waiting, but one 
day as I stood in line at a local supermarket I realised I was waiting. Waiting! I was 
doing what Advent is all about.”   

That’s what John the Baptist, one of the striking Advent figures, is doing in today’s 
gospel. Waiting in prison for news of the Messiah, wondering is this the one he’d 
been expecting? We all know the feeling given the expectations we might have of 
Jesus. Perhaps we like what John has said, his stress on the power and judgement of 
the One to come.    

But Jesus says to John’s disciples, tell him what you see and hear, that the blind, the 
lame, the deaf, the lives of those cast out have been transformed. He isn’t fulfilling 
John’s expectations so much as calling our attention to the prophecy of Isaiah which 
is referred to in the first reading.  

The lives of those cast out are transformed and, as in Isaiah, where the wilderness 
blooms now the exile in Babylon is over, they too may return from a kind of exile, full 
of hope. In today’s gospel these are the signs of the kingdom that Jesus points too, 
rather than God’s retribution.  

So, what do we see and hear? Can we glimpse the working of God among us in Ad-
vent? This may seem a daunting task because we’re so caught up in the ‘festive sea-
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son’ that any talk of slowing down is best left till Boxing Day. But what if we’re able 
to see something else in what we’re already doing? That’s what the woman standing 
in the queue at the supermarket is doing; she’s waiting and that’s what Advent is 
about.   

Could standing there, or wherever we find ourselves waiting, be such a moment? 
Why not put the phone away and wait? And what about a more formal moment, as 
we light the third, pink candle of the Advent wreath today, on Gaudete or Rejoice 
Sunday?   

Amidst the call to pray and to fast, we seek to light a candle and share that light with 
the forgotten ones, inviting them to eat with us, welcoming them into our lives. In 
pointing to the Christ who is to come John bears witness to this light. That’s the 
point of his life, doubts and all, and why Jesus says there is none greater.  

The point of our lives is to become more Christ-like and discover our ‘greatness’ in 
him. In doing so ‘the least in the kingdom of Heaven will be greater’ than John is. We 
rejoice that we’re invited to help build up the kingdom and to enable this we must 
learn to be patient, as the second reading says, waiting in expectation of the Lord’s 
coming, for he will come and is already present among us, not attempting to force 
God’s hand.  

In Advent, we’re preparing a way for the Lord, realising, once again, that God so 
loves the world.   

Damian Coleridge 
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FOR 18TH DECEMBER 

MORE CARE— DO YOU NEED HELP OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES? 
 Stephen      0408 167 400  (General/Transport) 
 Monica        0419 945 005  (Meals)         Margaret    0439 698 887  (Meals) 
 Serina         0420 991 868  (Visiting)       Christine    0412 887 950  (Transport) 
 Angela        0418 953 992  (Bereavement Support) 
 Juliana        9310 1747       (General)  

PLEASE PRAY FOR 
 

Deaths: 
Please pray for Lawrence Montague,  who passed away recently. 
 

Anniversaries: Please pray for Doreen Nair, whose anniversaries occur around 
this time. 

Baptisms:  
We welcome Leon Carter Orchard, Leo Gerard Bonner, into our Parish 
Community. 
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A Fernandes  
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V Hodgson 

Readers Coordinator: Vivian Ng - 0403 161 838  

Piety Stall OPEN OPEN OPEN 

Safeguarding Officers:  
1. Gerard Joseph (Gerard.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

2. Derek Choo (Derek.Choo.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

3. Marguerite Parker (margparkersgo@gmail.com) 

4. Monica de Rozario (monica.derozario.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

5. Christine Sammut (Christinec.safeguarding@gmail.com) 

Parish Priest:   Rev. Fr. Phong Nguyen   

Priest in Residence: Rev. Fr.  Anthony Vu   

Parish Deacon:  Deacon Bruce Talbot   

Parish Secretary:   Mrs. Juliana Doss 
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PARISH EMAIL ADDRESSES 
Please be advised of our parish email addresses at St Thomas More Catho-
lic Church, Bateman Parish: 
1. Bateman Catholic Parish (Secretary): bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
2. Bateman Planned Giving: pgiving.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
3. Bateman Pastoral Care: morecare.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
4. Bateman Catechist: catechist.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
5. Bateman Safeguarding Officer: sgo.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 
6. Bateman Youth: youth.bateman@perthcatholic.org.au 

BATEMAN TEENS GROUP  
The Bateman Teens Group has finished for this year with 
last Friday being their last meeting for the year 2022. 
If you wish to make an inquiry, please contact us through 
our Instagram @stmp_youth.  
If you have any questions or are interested in your teens 
attending Youth Group, please do not hesitate to contact St. Thomas 
More Parish Youth Coordinators on (08) 9310 1747.  We will see you 
next year in 2023. 
 
 

CYM SUMMIT, EVERY WEDNESDAY - 14
TH

 DECEMBER AT 6PM 
 

The CYM Summit (mass & adoration) will be held every Wednesday at: 
1. Infant Jesus Parish Morley (9

th
 & 23

rd
 Nov. and 7

th
 Dec.) 

    47 Wellington Rd, Morley WA 6062 
 
2. Catholic Pastoral Centre Of Our Lady Of The Mission 
    (16

th
 & 30

th
 November and 14

th
 December) 

    40A Mary St, Highgate WA 6003 
 

For the months of NOVEMBER and DECEMBER, dates for Summit will 
be Infant Jesus Parish Morley on the 9

th
 November, 23

rd
 November, 7

th
 

December, and in Catholic Pastoral Centre Of Our Lady Of The Mission 
on the 16

th
 November, 30

th
 November and 14

th
 December. 

Mass will start at 6PM followed by adoration after. 
For any inquiries regarding our youth ministry please don’t hesitate to 
contact 9310 1747 or contact CYM directly at admin@cym.com.au or 
9422 7912. 
 

ADVENT RECONCIILIATION SERVICE  
Langford Parish Tuesday 20

th
 Dec – 7.00pm 

 

ALL SOULS DAY PHOTO DISPLAY 
Thank you for all your support to the grieving families. Photos of the deceased 
can be collected from the church foyer. If you need further support or assis-
tance, please contact the parish or Bereavement Support Group. God bless you.  
 

CHAPLETS OF THE DIVINE MERCY - WED 14
TH

 DEC AT 7.30PM 
A beautiful, prayerful, sung devotion held in our church on the second 
Wednesday of each month. The last devotion for the year will be held 
on Wednesday 14th December 2022 commencing at 7.30 pm.  
As it is the last devotion for the year, it will be followed by refreshments, 
so please bring along a plate of finger foods to share  
Enquiries to George Lopez on 041 991 0039. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES—2022 
 

Christmas Eve – Saturday 24
th

 December 2022 
       6.30pm – Outdoor Children’s Mass 

  9.00pm – Vigil Christmas Mass 
 

Christmas Day – Sunday 25
th

 December 2022 
          8.00am – Christmas Mass 

10.00am – Christmas Mass 
 

Boxing Day – Monday 26
th

 December 2022 
9.00am – Mass (Public Holiday) 

 

Tuesday – 27th December 2022 – 5.30pm Mass 
(Public Holiday) 

 

Saturday 31
st

 December 2022 – 6.00pm 
 

New Year’s Day – Sunday - 1
st

 January 2023 
8.00am – Mass  

           10.00am – Mass  
 

We encourage parishioners to attend the Outdoor Mass  
at 6.30pm on Christmas Eve.   

Please bring portable chairs, and rugs.  
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE NATIVITY 
The Christmas Committee have commenced organising the Children’s Christ-
mas Eve Outdoor Mass. So, we are now encouraging all primary aged chil-
dren, who would like to participate in the Nativity to please register.  
We request that the children be available for rehearsal to be included in the 
Mass.  
 

The Children’s Christmas Eve Outdoor Mass will be held on Saturday, 
24th December at 6:30pm. 
 

The Nativity Rehearsal will be held on:  Friday, 23 December at 9:00am 
To register your interest, please contact/ message Brenella on 0418 877 791 
with your child’s name and current year level.  
 

Specific help in the following areas is also required –  
1.   We will require a couple of older primary/ younger secondary aged           
 students to  assist as readers 
2. Any parent wishing to assist with the play will be welcomed.   Thank you. 
 

 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
Dear Parishioners, Christmas is a time for giving, and this year we need the 
gift of your time. 
To make the Christmas Eve special (and last year the support we received 
was wonderful), we need the following helpers: 
 

To help set up at 8.30am on Saturday 24
th

 December 2022: 
20 Helpers to put the chairs out 
 

To help out before Mass: 
10 Greeters 
 

To help out during Mass: 
3 Altar Servers   
20 Collectors 
24 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 

To help out after Mass: 
10 people to assist with the basket gifts 
 

To register your assistance, please put your name down on the list at the 
back of the church or email Juliana at: bateman@perthcatholic.org.au  

SECURITY FOR YOUR CARS DURING CHRISTMAS MASSES 
We ask you to be aware and not to leave valuable items in your car when you 
come to church, especially for the Christmas Eve Outdoor Mass and all other 
Christmas Masses.  We encourage you to carpool, or leave your car at home 
and walk to church if possible.  For your peace of mind, the Parish will also ar-
range for the local Police and Melville City Council Security to patrol around the 
church complex during the busy services.  Thank you for your attention and 
cooperation.  
 
SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCH - TUESDAY 27

TH
 DECEMBER AT 11AM 

St Thomas More Parish will be holding a Christmas Lunch for Seniors on 27
th 

December, Tuesday 11.00am-2.30pm. 
 

You will be entertained by our Parish Ukelele Group with Christmas carols. 
Lunch is provided but you are welcome to bring a dish if it is convenient for 
you.  Hope to see you there having fun & singing along with us!  
Please sign up at the church foyer before 22

nd
 December. 

 
WARNING OF MOBILE PHONE SCAM ALLEGEDLY FROM FR. PHONG.  
I would like to bring to your attention a current scam that is circulating within 
various parish communities. The scam involves a message being sent with the 
parish priest’s name and official photo to parishioners asking them to either 
send money or gift cards.  Please ignore scam text messages using my name 
and identity.  If you are in doubt please contact the Parish Office immediately 
on 9310 1747.  Thank you! 
 
PILGRIM MOTHER’S PRAYER GROUP 
The Pilgrim Mother's Prayer Group cordially invite mothers to join us as we 
gather to pray for our children and grandchildren  every First and Third Thurs-
day of the month at the church hall 10.00am - 12.00noon. Please contact 
Rosemary on 0434 032 108 or Joan on 0432 247 136 for more information. 
 

DO YOU HAVE A STORY TO SHARE? HOW PRAYERS HAVE HELPED YOU.  
Your story may give hope, inspire, and encourage those who need prayers. 
Read the story of one boy’s faith and improbable healing posted on the notice 
board and in the foyer “Jesus says to Ethan: Everything will be OK.” When 
you share, your name can remain confidential. For enquiries call Jeremiah 
0422 237 268 or email jckloo18@gmail.com  
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